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SUBJECT: SANITATION PROBLEM AT MEXICALI 

REF: STATE 209335 

1 . ON JUNE 15 AMBASSADOR MARGAIN CALLED ON COUNTRY DIREC- 
TOR SIMCOX AT THE LATTER'S REQUEST. SIMCOX REFERRED TO 
EARLIER NOTES FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY REGARDING 
THE SUBJECT, AND GAVE THE AMBASSADOR THE FOLLOWING AIDE- 
MEMOIRE. 

2. THE HAZARD TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND UNDESIRABLE CONDITION 
ON THE BORDER WHERE NEW RIVER ENTERS THE UNITED STATES 
FROM MEXICALI CONTINUES UNABATED. THERE HAS BEEN FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF THE SANITATION PROBLEM DESCRIBED IN THE 
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UNITED STATES NOTE OF MARCH 3, 1978 TO THE EMBASSY OF 
MEXICO AND IN THE NOTE OF SEPTEMBER 6, 1977 FROM THE 
UNITED STATES EMBASSY TO THE SECRETARIAT OF FOREIGN RELA- 
TIONS. AN ESTIMATED 70 PERCENT OR MORE OF THE UNTREATED 
SEWAGE FROM MEXICALI IS AGAIN FLOWING INTO THE UNITED 
STATES. THREATENING THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF SEVERAL 
COMMUNITIES OF CALIFORNIA. 
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3. THERE APPEARS TO BE A NEAR COLLAPSE IN OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM OF MEXICALI. 
ACCORDING TO A JOINT INSPECTION ON JUNE 8 BY THE INTER- 
NATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION, THE PUMPS REQUIRED 
TO LIFT 70 PERCENT OF THE MUNICIPAL WASTES FOR CONVEYANCE 

TO TREATMENT WORKS WERE OUT OF SERVICE. THE TREATMENT 
WORKS THEMSELVES WERE NOT IN PROPER OPERATION, SO THAT 
TREATMENT OF THE PART OF THE WASTES REACHING THE WORKS 
WAS INADEQUATE AND THE EFFLUENT FROM THEM REACHING THE 
UNITED STATES WAS OFFENSIVE AND DANGEROUS. THE RAW WASTES 
MENTIONED IN THE NOTES REMAIN UNTREATED. 

4. IN VIEW OF THE ABSENCE OF THE MEXICAN COMMISSIONER ON 
THE COMMISSION, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE FEELS IT NECESSARY 
TO RAISE AGAIN WITH THE EMBASSY THIS VERY SERIOUS SANI- 
TATION PROBLEM. THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO HAS REPEATEDLY 
AFFIRMED ITS INTENTION TO STOP THE FLOW OF POLLUTED WATER 
FROM MEXICALI ACROSS THE BOUNDARY. THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE CONVEYED MEXICO'S PLEDGE TO THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN 
STATES IN GAINING THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE 1973 SETTLEMENT 
OF THE COLORADO RIVER SALINITY PROBLEM. IT IS URGENT 

THAT THE TWO GOVERNMENTS ACT TO PROVIDE THEIR BORDER 
COMMUNITIES WITH A SOLUTION TO THIS SANITATION PROBLEM 
AT MEXICALI. END TEXT 
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5. SIMCOX POINTED OUT THAT UNFORTUNATE SITUATION AT 
MEXICALI HAS PERSISTED FOR MORE THAN TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 
DESPITE MEXICAN EFFORTS FROM TIME TO TIME TO MITIGATE OR 
ELIMINATE THEM, THOUGH HE RECOGNIZED DIFFICULTY FOR THE 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO KEEP ABREAST OF POPULATION GROWTH. 
HE NOTED THAT CALIFORNIA AUTHORITIES AND OTHERS INVOLVED 
WITH PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT ARE CONCERNED AND 
CURIOUS AS WHY GOM IS NOT FOLLOWING UP ON COMMITMENT TO 
CORRECT THE PROBLEM. 

6. HE RECALLED THAT ALTHOUGH THE PROBLEM WAS NOT PUBLICLY 
LINKED WITH THE SOLUTION TO THE COLORADO RIVER SALINITY 
PROBLEM, SECRETARY RABASA, TO AVOID SUCH LINKAGE, COM- 
MITTED THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE A SOLUTION. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT IS EXPECTED 
SHORTLY TO ASK THE CONGRESS FOR AUTHORIZATION TO EXPEND 
AN ADDITIONAL 1 14 MILLION DOLLARS TO PROVIDE FOR WORKS 
RELATED TO THE COLORADO SALINITY SETTLEMENT. IF THE 
MEXICALI SANITATION SITUATION IS AT THAT TIME IN ITS 
PRESENT SERIOUS STATE, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA CON- 
GRESSIONAL DELEGATION MAY WELL MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
COMPLAINING OF MEXICO'S FAILURE TO ABIDE BY WHAT THEY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SEE AS SECRETARY RABASA'S COMMITMENTS. HE CONCLUDED WITH 
APPEAL FOR ATTENTION AT HIGH LEVELS IN THE MEXICAN GOV- 
ERNMENT, WHERE STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN AT ONCE TO BRING 
THIS SITUATION TO AN END. 

7. THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT MEXICO'S IMAGE, 
AND SAID HE WOULD RAISE MATTER WITH HIS GOVERNMENT AT 
ONCE AND KEEP THE DEPARTMENT INFORMED. HE INQUIRED ABOUT 
WORKS NEEDED AND COST, AND WAS ASSURED THAT MEXICAN SEC- 
TION, IBWC, WAS WELL INFORMED ON THIS POINT AND COST NOT 
GREAT. 

8. IN VIEW OF EXPECTED CONGRESSIONAL AND CALIFORNIA 
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STATE INTEREST, AT THE NEXT FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY THE 
AMBASSADOR SHOULD CALL ROEL'S ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM 
AND OUR DISCUSSION WITH AMBASSADOR MARGAIN, DRAWING ON 
PARAGRAPH 5 AND 6 AS HE MAY WISH, AND URGE THE SECRETARY 
TO SEEK RAPID GOM ACTION. THE AMBASSADOR MAY FURNISH A 
COPY OF THE AIDE-MEMOIRE TO THE SECRETARY. 

9. PLEASE REPORT DATE OF DISCUSSION AND ROEL'S REACTION. 
VANCE 
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